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ombre
Hola  

H
o m b r e  m a y 
b e  S p a n i s h 
for ‘man,’ but 
ombre is English 
for ‘grown-out 

dye job.’
Characteristically, this  

involves a tri-colour layer-
ing effect of dark roots, a 
colour-treated middle and 
highlighted tips, that became 
popular the world over in 
2010 with east Vancouverites 
and movie stars alike. Even 
my grandmother and I sport  
versions of  this  
pervasive trend.

Two years later, ombre 
is still rearing its multi-
coloured head, now having 
crept into fashion and home 
decor. From chairs to hope 
chests, picture frames to  
office desks — everything is 
coming up ombre, reincar-
nated as a graduated mix of 
darling retro hues like peach, 
mint and turquoise. 

 But if you’re too afraid 
to commit to permanently  
tripping and striping a large 
piece of wooden furniture, 
rest assured, even flirting 
with this technique will 
yield impressive results. As 
this utensil tutorial from the 
Toronto-based bloggers at 
How2Home shows, you can 
have your ombre and eat with 
it, too.

Find more do-it-yourself projects at 
vancouver.24hrs.ca/diy. Email Julia at 

julia.dilworth@sunmedia.ca

Ombre how-to
  Use painter’s tape to cover the section you 
do not want to paint (step 1)

  Sand each piece of flatware with sand 
paper

  Use your paintbrush/sponge and paint 
one-third of the flatware’s base with the 
original colour (darkest colour) that you’ve 
chosen and let it dry slightly (step 2 and 3)

  Take the original base colour and mix in 
a bit of white paint and you’ll see it turn 
slightly lighter and more pastel (exactly 
what you want)

   Dab your paintbrush/sponge into the 
“new” lighter tone and paint onto the 
middle-third of your flatware (step 4)

  Add more white paint to your base colour 
to get an even lighter colour and paint the 
remaining section of the flatware,  
(add a touch of gold like How2Home  
if you like) 

  Let it dry completely before you apply the 
finishing spray (step 5)

Hipsters and home decor have more in  
common than you think
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phoToS and TuTorial courTeSy of  
how2home.wordpreSS.com

What you need
• flatware
• finishing spray 
• acrylic paint (white paint 

and any other colour)
• painter’s tape
• paintbrush/sponge
• sand paper  

(optional)

try ombre 

chopsticks  

as well


